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Self, which, if approved by the President of the United
States, will produce peace from the Potomac to the Rio
Grande. Mr. Breckinridge was present at the interview, in
the capacity of a major-general, and satisfied me of the
. ability of General Johnston to carry out to the full extent
the terms of this agreement; and, if you will get the Presi-
dent to simply indorse the copy, and commission me to
carry out the terms, I will follow them to the conclusion.
You will observe that it is an absolute submission of the
enemy to the lawful authorities of the United States, and dis-
perses his armies absolutely; and the point to which I
attach most importance is, that the disposition and dis-
persement of the armies is done in such a manner as to
prevent their breaking up into guerrilla bands. On the
other hand, we can retain just as much of an army as we
please. I agree to the mode and manner of the surrender
of the armies set forth, as it gives the States the means of
suppressing guerrillas, which we could not expect them to
do if we strip them of all arms.

" Both Generals Johnston and Breckinridge admitted that
slavery was dead, and I could not insist on embracing it in
such a paper, because it can be made with the States in
detail. I know that all the men of substance South sin-
cerely want peace, and I do not believe they will resort to
war again during this century. I have no doubt but that
they will, in the future, be perfectly subordinate to the laws
of the United States. The moment my action in this matter
is approved, I can spare five corps, and will ask for orders
to leave General Schofield here with the toth Corps, and
go myself with the I4th, ijth, I7th, 20th, and 23d Corps,
via Burkesville and Gordonsville to Frederick or Hagers-
town, there to be paid and mustered out.

"The question of finance is now the chief one, and everyements,,   Shermaner neces- a flourishing little town
